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When and Where

Friday, Jan.12, 7:30 pm

Mike O•Brien
2120 Whitaker Road

Ypsilanti MI

Directions
Take I-94 to the Ypsi exit #183. Go
south on Whitaker Road to the light
where Stony Creek Road splits off to
the right. On your right is a strip mall
where Aubrees (the pub in Depot
Town) has a pizza carryout place.
Next to Aubrees is a space being
renovating that the Frenches  are
letting us use for the meeting.

Guide for New Members

Bring 1…2 bottles per batch of your beer that you•d like to share, or an interesting commercial beer. Bring tasty
munchies to cleanse the palate and sop up the alcohol and a small sampling glass to keep your host from having

to provide one. Feel free to share and sample with other members and make and accept constructive comments.
Please use good judgment while imbibing and don•t drive while intoxicated.

Bitter continued …

the term bitter to differentiate these pale ales
from other less noticeably hopped beers such as
porter and mild. By the mid to late 20th century,
while brewers were still labeling bottled beers as
pale ale, they had begun identifying cask beers
as bitter. While the two terms are still used
interchangeably in the UK, the preference is for
the term bitter to be used for both bottled and
cask beer, and use of the term pale ale has
declined, except in the case of India pale ale.

Style

Bitter belongs in the pale ale style grouping,
though bitter does have a greater variety of
strength, flavour and appearance than
mainstream pale ale. A bitter can be dark
amber, approaching a stout, or be very golden
and delicate like a golden summer ale. It can
also go under 3% abv as with Boys Bitter and as
high as 7% with some premium or strong bitters.
During the early to mid 20th century there were
some regional preferences noted which may still
be detected in the beers of some of the more
established breweries. In Cornwall, Wales, North
England and Scotland the preference was for

sweeter, less hopped beer. In other areas,
particularly Southeast England, the preference
was for hoppy beers.

Sub-types of bitter

British brewers have several loose names for
variations in beer strength, such as IPA, best
bitter, special bitter, extra special bitter, and
premium bitter. There is no agreed and defined
difference between an ordinary and a best bitter
other than one particular brewery’s best bitter
will usually be stronger than its ordinary. And
two groups of drinkers may mark differently the
point at which a best bitter becomes a premium
bitter. Hop levels will vary within each sub group,
though there is a tendency for the hops in the
session bitter group to be more noticeable.

Drinkers tend to loosely group the beers into:

Session or ordinary bitterSession or ordinary bitterSession or ordinary bitterSession or ordinary bitterSession or ordinary bitter

Strength up to 4.1% abv. The majority of British
beers with the name IPA will be found in this
group, such as Greene King IPA, Flowers IPA,
Wadworth Henrys Original IPA, etc. Though
bearing the name IPA these session bitters are

not strong or hoppy. This is the commonest
strength of bitter sold in British pubs. According
to the Statistical Handbook of
the British Beer and Pub
Association, it accounts for
16.9% of pub sales.

Best or regular bitterBest or regular bitterBest or regular bitterBest or regular bitterBest or regular bitter

Strength between 4.2% and
4.7% abv. According to the
Statistical Handbook of the
British Beer and Pub
Association, bitter above
4.2% abv accounts for just
2.9% of pub sales.

Premium or strong bitterPremium or strong bitterPremium or strong bitterPremium or strong bitterPremium or strong bitter

Strength of 4.8% abv and
over. Also known as extra
special bitter, or ESB (in
the USA only - ESB is a
brand name in the UK).


